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The world needs an international model of doctoral education, because globalization 
 

 poses new problems for the future and well-being of humanity, and doctoral education is 
the cornerstone of research and innovation;  

 creates challenges that require scientific and technological expertise to be applied in cross-
national efforts and informed by global perspectives; 

 requires leaders and researchers to collaborate across disciplinary boundaries to advance 
knowledge and to solve urgent human problems; 

 is forging a global system of doctoral education in which credits and degrees are increasingly 
transferable and quality indicators are consistent around the world; 

 and because the uneven distribution of intellectual capital deprives many regions of the 
world of the benefits of the latest expertise and technological innovation, and leaders with 
global perspectives. 

 
Therefore, we, the members of the Forces and Forms of Change in Doctoral Education 
Worldwide Network (F & F network), declare our commitment to developing doctoral education 
that will: 
 

 prepare PhD graduates to be effective leaders of science, society, technology, business and 
politics within a global context; and 

 equip graduates with the skills and understanding to work effectively in international and 
interdisciplinary contexts, to comprehend international and global trends, and to work in 
increasingly, large, diverse and far-flung teams. 

 
To this end, the F & F network will promote research on the changing competencies required of 
PhD holders, develop the knowledge needed to design future-oriented PhD programs, and 
facilitate availability of up-to-date information on reforms and innovations in doctoral education 
worldwide, by: 
 

 identifying, sharing and encouraging policies and procedures to 
o foster diversity in doctoral recruitment and retention, 
o promote diverse ways of knowing, and 
o contribute to social equity and sustainability; 

 fostering innovative doctoral programs, research projects and interdisciplinary work to 
promote intellectual risk-taking and creativity in science; 

 developing a global framework for doctoral education, beginning with definitions and 
measures of core competencies and quality; and 

 seeking ways to facilitate a more even distribution of intellectual capital across the globe. 
 

 



 
This Melbourne Declaration is the result of an ongoing comprehensive effort to evaluate doctoral education as a critical 
force in responding to and shaping trends in globalization.  Initiated by the Center for Innovation and Research in 
Graduate Education at the University of Washington, Seattle, the F&F network fosters interaction and collaboration 
among a select group of high-powered doctoral education experts representing key countries and regions.   
 
This second of three workshops on Forces and Forms of Change in Doctoral Education Worldwide was held at the 
University of Melbourne, Australia with 33 participants from 15 countries. The first workshop was held in 2005 in 
Seattle at the University of Washington with more than 30 doctoral education experts from 14 countries andand the 
third will be held in 2009 in Kassel, Germany.   
The Melbourne workshop was organized by the Center for Innovation and Research in Graduate Education (CIRGE), a research 
unit of the College of Education and the Graduate School at the University of Washington and the University of Melbourne, with 
funding from the National Science Foundation and the University of Melbourne. 
 
Signatories and attendees: 

 
Aminah Ayob – Malaysia 
Deputy Vice Chancellor, University Pendidikan Sultan Idris 
 
Jorge Balan – Argentina 
Senior Researcher, Centro de Estudios de Estado y Sociedad 
(CEDES) 
 
Bianca Bernstein –USA 
Professor Higher Education and Policy Studies, Arizona State 
University 
 
Barbara Evans–Australia 
Pro Vice-Chancellor and Dean, School of Graduate Studies, 
University of Melbourne 
 
Terry Evans – Australia 
Professor Research & Doctoral Studies, Deakin University 
 
Emma Flores – USA 
Doctoral Fellow, University of Washington, Seattle,  
 
Mauricio Fortes – Mexico 
Professor, former Dean of Graduate Studies, Universidad 
Nacional Autonama de Mexico  
 
Jeanette Marie Fyffe – Australia 
Academic Programs & Projects Coordinator, School of Graduate 
Studies, University of Melbourne 
 
Dean Gerdeman – USA 
AAAS Fellow, Division of Graduate Education, National Science 
Foundation 
 
Hasanah Ghazali – Malaysia 
Deputy Dean, School of Graduate Studies, Universiti Putra 
 
Jessica Graybill – USA 
Assistant Professor of Geography, Colgate University 
 
Hans Kristjan Gudmundsson – Iceland 
Past General Director, Rannis - The Icelandic Center for 
Research  
 
Ian Haines - UK 
Past Director of the Graduate School, London Metropolitan 
University 
 
Nelofer Halai – Pakistan 
Coordinator and Chair, PhD Programme, Aga Khan University 
 
Fred Hall – Canada 
Vice-Provost and Dean, School of Graduate Studies, University of 
Calgary 
 
Kazunori Higuchi - Japan 

Deputy Head, International Program, Japan Society for the 
Promotion of Science 
 
Mimi Heggelund – USA 
International Coordinator, CIRGE, Univ. of Washington 
 
N Jayaram - India 
Director, Institute for Social and Economic Change 
 
Hans Siggaard Jensen – Denmark 
Professor & Head of the Laboratory, Danish University of 
Education  
 
Barbara  Kehm - Germany 
Professor , International Center for Research on Higher 
Education, University of kassel 
 
Margaret Kiley – Australia 
Academic Developer, Centre for Educational Methods and 
Academic Practice (CEDAM), The Australia National University 
 
Alan Lawson – Australia 
Dean, Graduate School, University of Queensland 
 
Louis Maheu – Canada 
Former Dean of Higher Education, University of Montreal  
 
Helene Marsh – Australia 
Dean of Post Graduate Studies, James Cook University 
 
Toko Mayekiso – South Africa 
Executive Dean: Faculty of Arts, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 
University 
 
Maresi Nerad – USA 
Associate Graduate Dean, Director, CIRGE, University of 
Washington 
 
Suzanne Ortega - USA 
Vice Provost and Graduate Dean, University of Washington 
 
Kevin Ryland – Australia 
PhD Student, Deakin University 
 
Beate Scholz - Germany 
Program Director, Research Careers, DFG-German Research 
Foundation 
 
Helena Sebkova – Czech Republic 
Director, Center for Higher Education Studies 
 
Vivek Shandas – USA 
Assistant Professor in Urban Studies and Planning. Portland 
State University 
 
Richard Strugnell - Australia 



 
Associate Dean, School of Graduate Studies, University of Melbourne

 


